MILVERTON, 

Somerset, 

February,  ist,  1911. 


Gentlemen, 

r  ttt  Uiave  ^  llonour  to  present  to  your  Council  my  Annual  Report,  on  the  Rural  District 
0  .  ,?r  t,ie  year  1910.  It  has  this  year  been  necessary  to  have  my  Report 

pnnieu  in  compliance  with  instructions  received  from  the  Local  Government  Board. 

From  a  statistical  point  of  view  the  year  1910  compares  favourably  with  preceding 
Jeais>  the  general  death  rate  is  low,  and  the  infant  death  rate  is  exceptionally  low. 

Births,  During  the  past  year  122  births  have  been  registered  in  our  district 
producing  an  annual  birth  rate  of  19,4  per  1000.  The  average  rate  for  the  last  ten  years' 
is  22.08.  Our  birth  rate  is  declining,  and  so  too,  probably,  is  our  Rural  population,  though 
this  point  cannot  be  definitely  decided  till  after  the  approaching  census. 

Deaths.  61  deaths  have  been  recorded  in  the  district  during  the  year,  producing  an 
annual  death  rate  of  9.7  per  1000  inhabitants.  Now  this,  as  I  have  said  before,  is  a  &very 
low  death  rate,  even  for  our  agricultural  district,  the  average  death  rate  being  12.47  Per  1000. 

Infant  Mortality. — Infant  Mortality  is  only  24.5  of  every  1,000  births,  or  in  other 
words  three  children  have  died  under  one  year  of  age,  the  average  for  the  last  ten  years 
being  76.31  per  1000  births.  riiis  fact  is  not  to  be  altogether  accounted  for  by  the 
diminished  birth  rate,  but  more  probably  by  atmospheric  conditions  and  the  scarcity  of 
epidemic  disease  in  the  district  during  the  past  year. 


Causes  of  Death.— Out  of  these  61  deaths 
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1,  „  Accident, 

There  was  no  death  from  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria  or  Diarrhoea,  or,  with  the 
exception  of  one  case  with  Measles,  or  from  any  other  form  of  Zymotic  disease.' 
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,  „  25  to  65  years. 

,  „  65  and  upwards. 
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Prevalence  of  Infectious  Disease.— Only  four  cases  of  infectious  disease  have  been 
notified  to  me  by  medical  men  in  the  district  during  the  year,  two  of  these  were 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  one  a  case  of  Erysipelas,  and  one  of  Enteric  Fever.  This  is 
the  first  case  of  Enteric  that  has  occurred  in  our  district  for  many  years.  The  patient 
lived  in  any  out-lying  farm  in  the  Parish  of  Ashbrittle,  he  had  been  drinking  water  that 
was,  at  any  rate,  very  liable  to  contamination.  For  the  purpose  of  treatment  he  was  removed 
into  the  Isolation  Ward  of  the  Wellington  Union,  where  he  made  a  good  recover}^. 

It  was  necessary  to  close  the  Chipstable  Council  Schools  for  some  weeks  in  the  early 
part  of  the  winter,  owing  to  an  outbreak  of  Measles.  This  measure  was  carried  out  by  my 
certificate  signed  by  two  District  Councillors. 

This,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  at  Asbrittle  and  Stawley, 
is  the  only  epidemic  disease  that  has  occurred  in  the  district  during  the  year. 

Sewerage,  Drainage,  and  Excrement  Disposal.— I  find  that  during  1910  about 
thirty  nuisances  or  matters  requiring  the  attention  of  your  Council  have  been  reported  by 
your  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Your  Inspector’s  proceedings  and  the  work  he  has  done 
must  now  form  a  seperate  Report,  so  it  is  not  herein  included  as  in  my  former  annual 
reports. 

Four  houses  have  been  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  six  new  houses 
have  been  built  in  the  district.  A  further  supply  of  good  cottage  accommodation  for  the 
working  classes  is  greatly  to  be  desired. 
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During  the  past  year  drainage  work  has  been  carried  out  by  your  Council  at 
Langford  Budville,  but  as  far  as  more  important  sanitary  operations  are  concerned  the  year 
lias  been  rather  uneventful. 

Water  Supply. — A  large  number  of  wells  have  been  reported  on  by  me  during  the 
year,  and  in  many  instances  samples  of  water  have  been  sent  to  the  public  Analyst. 

In  the  month  of  July  I  reported  to  your  Council  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of 
several  wells  at  Preston,  in  the  parish  of  Milverton.  My  attention  was  drawn  to  the 
Preston  water  supply  in  looking  for  a  cause  for  some  very  virulent  cases  of  Pneumonia 
that  had  recently  occurred  in  this  hamiet  of  Milverton.  In  the  majority  of  these  cases  the 
patients  had  been  drinking  water  that  was  bad,  and  subsequently  condemned,  and  although 
I  cannot  go  as  far  as  to  say  that  this  was  cause  and  effect,  it  is  a  significant  fact  that 
cannot  be  over-looked. 

My  opinion  of  the  impurity  of  these  wells  was  confirmed  b}-  Dr.  Alford  in  several 
analyses. 

Your  Council  appointed  a  Committee,  who  met  in  the  month  of  August,  and  made 
investigations.  The  matter  is  still  in  hand,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  before  long  Preston 
will  have  a  good  supply  of  wholesome  water. 

I'he  water  supply  of  the  village  of  West  Buckland  is  most  unsatisfactory,  several 

wells  have  been  found  to  be  polluted,  and  I  very  much  doubt  that  there  is  any  really  good 
water  in  the  place.  The  wells  are  shallow  and  contaminated  by  surface  impurities.  No 
water  that  becomes  dirty  with  a  storm  of  rain  is  safe  to  use  for  drinking  purposes. 

I  hope  at  an  early  date  to  bring  the  water  supply  of  West  Buckland  more  prominently  before 
your  Council,  and  1  think  that  something  in  the  shape  of  a  public  supply  will  be  necessary. 

The  Milverton  Water  Supply  has  been  most  satisfactory,  very  abundant  and  excellent 
in  quality,  and  it  supplies  over  200  houses. 

The  houses  of  all  “  Home  Workers  ”  have  been  visited  by  me  during  the  year.  In 

one  instance  the  premises  were  in  such  a  dilapidated  condition  that  the  house  had  to  be 

condemned  as  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

In  the  Spring  of  the  year  your  Inspector  and  I  made  an  inspection,  and  drew  up  a 
report,  on  a  large  number  of  Dairies,  all  the  dairies  in  fact,  that  supplied  milk  for 
consumption  in  other  districts.  This  report  was  forwarded  to  the  Local  Government  Board. 
On  the  whole  it  was  satisfactory,  though  there  was  much  room  for  improvement.  In  many 
cases  though  the  dairies  themselves  were  sanitary,  the  cow  houses  were  insanitary,  and  in 
some  cases  both  were  to  blame. 

I  must,  however,  remind  your  Council  that  the  question,  “  What  is  a  Dairy  ”  ?  is  as 
yet  unanswered.  We  are  still  unable  to  draw  the  line,  and  to  say  where  registration  is 
necessary,  and  where  it  may  be  omitted. 

Many  other  dairies,  butcher’s  premises  and  bake-houses,  have  been  inspected  by  me 
during  the  year,  and  many  more  have  probably  been  inspected  by  Mr.  Richaids. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  RANDOLPH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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